PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES FOR COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION

ELMER GIVEEN ARNADO – February 8, 2022
1.  Nature of philosophy, namely metaphysics, and its distinction from sciences and ideologies.

Problems:

	a)
	What is philosophy: wisdom or science. What is the object of philosophy. Why does a person philosophise.

	b)
	The difference of philosophical knowledge from other kinds of human knowledge. Independence of philosophy from other kinds of sciences. Relation of other branches of philosophy to Metaphysics.

	c)
	What is the object of metaphysics. “Being as being” as horizon of affirmation, of question, and of human operation. The difference and agreement between metaphysics, ontology, and theology.

	d)
	How is philosophy distinguished from sciences: material object, formal object, method? How is philosophy related to sciences and sciences to philosophy.

	e)
	What is ideology. How does philosophy, namely metaphysics and ethics, differ from ideology.


JOSHUA BALDEVIESO – February 10, 2022
2.  “Intentionality” or the relationship of human knowledge to reality or “res”.

Problems:

	a)
	What is knowledge and how do we distinguish it from other human activities (appetition, volition, and cognition…). Various levels of knowledge (sensitive, intellectual, mystical…).

	b)
	Notion of Intentionality and each various types, intentionality of cognition and volition; intentionality of the senses and the intellect; intentionality of concepts and judgments. What is “intentional union” in opposition to “physical union”.

	c)
	Other relation of cognition to its object rightly explicated through “representation” or vicarious specie of object (picture theory). In what sense is cognition ought to be passive, in what sense is it active.

	d)
	In what sense does intentionality of human cognition imply a symbolic element (expressed specie, “expression”…). Intentionality of signs namely of intentional linguistics and their system.


IAN BELTRAN – February 15, 2022
3.  The analysis of the intellectual activity of the human being.

Problems:

	a)
	The act and intentional object by which the human intellectual activity is composed; the complementary relations between them. The essential difference of this activity from sensitive activity and its relation to that. “Reditio completa” and conversion to phantasm.

	b)
	Diversity of intellectual activity according to themes and methods ( in our daily experience, in scientific knowledge, in philosophy…) and its radical unity. “Formal object” of the human intellective activity as intellective and as human.

	c)
	Human cognitive activity in its structured totality and its relation to being and to itself. Relation of intellectual activity to the will. Whether admitting the “intellectual dynamism”.


AILERNAND CARTAGENA – February 17, 2022
4.  The structure of human communication: on language and its relation to knowledge.

Problems:

	a)
	Why do we have a philosophical problem of human communication? Fundamental structure of human communication. On   the means of communication. Verbal and non-verbal communication.

	b)
	Language as system of signs: signal (of brutes) - sign - symbol. How do we determine the significativity of linguistic signs. Wittgenstein’s comparison between “game” and “language”. The social, institutional, and historical aspect of language; is “private language” possible? Various kinds of language: natural language, “ordinary” or daily language, special, technical, artificial, formal, ideal language.

	c)
	Relationship between language and knowledge. In what way a concrete language determines the structure of knowledge. The possibility of translating from one language to another. On interpretation or hermeneutics.

	d)
	On actual philosophy of language: relation of philosophy of language to linguistic science and to other branches of philoso\phy. Particularly to metaphysical and religious linguistic utterances.


STEPHEN EARL JAMERO – February 22, 2022
5.  Nature, the possibility and method of scientific knowledge.

Problems:

	a)
	Definition of science in the sense of antiquity and in the modern sense. How does scientific knowledge differ from common sense knowledge, and from philosophy? Fundamental elements of scientific method (hypothesis, verification, construction of theory, formalization). Science as a heuristic structure.

	b)
	Classification of sciences. How many of the diverse types of sciences are essentially admitted as science. (e.g. deductive-inductive sciences; natural sciences-man; physics-biology; human sciences-history…). Diversity of scientific methods.

	c)
	Critical justification of the method of induction.

	d)
	Truth-claims of sciences: whether it is possible for “science without proposition”. Peculiar form of human sciences towards values. The absolute quality or nature of truth and the “provisionality” of scientific theories.

	e)
	Sciences as institutions and their relation to society and to humanistic vision. The errors of ideology and scientism.


JED LICAYAN – February 24, 2022
6.  On the knowledge of the idea of being and its transcendentality.

Problems:

	a)
	The distinction between metaphysical knowledge and other kinds of human knowledge. How is metaphysical knowledge possible together with all of our ideas, and as they derived from our senses? When and how is the idea of being formed? In what sense is it abstracted?

	b)
	In what way is the formula “ens qua ens” understandable? Why is “ens” reduplicated in it? Is the idea of being through out the whole history of philosophy always the same?

	c)
	How does metaphysics evolved from the idea of being? What is the transcendentality of the idea of being? What is the difference between transcendentality and universality? What is the moment of transcendentality of the idea being for philosophy?


JARED MEDEL – March 1, 2022
7.  On Unity, Truth, Goodness and Beauty as Transcendental attributes of being.

Problems:

	a)
	What are the transcendental properties of being; why and in what sense are they convertible with being and among themselves.

	b)
	How is the unity explained and justified as property of being and how does it differ from unity, which is a numerical principle. Why is unity the fundamental prime property of being? Unity and multiplicity.

	c)
	What is the meaning of truth as the property of being? Why is it a philosophical question? How is the truth of being explained? How is the opposition between truth and falsity explained? Why is falsity always in truth?

	d)
	What is the meaning that being is food and what adds good over being and how this addition differ from the addition of truth? How is good and evil in opposition? What is evil, and why is it always in good. How is moral evil possible, if good is that which is desirable.

	e)
	What is the meaning of the beauty of being? How does it differ from truth and from good and what does it add to being? How is our aesthetic knowledge explained, and how is it proven that being as being is beautiful.


KENNETH MENORIAS – March 3, 2022
8.  Elucidation on the question of the analogy of being.

Problems:

	a)
	The sense and the moment of the question. The notion of analogy and its division. The nature of philosophical analogy. How is the notion of analogy different from the universal notion and to equivocal term. In analogical cognition true cognition and in what way is it true?

	b)
	The connection between the transcendentality of the idea of being and its same analogy. Is the analogy attributed to being itself or to our knowledge of being?

	c)
	What is the basis of the analogy of being and what type of analogy is it based more or other basis?

	d) 
	In what way is the mode of speaking on God based in the analogy of being?


BEEJAY MONTES – March 8, 2022
9)  The Principle of Causality, its meaning, justification and application in philosophy and 


sciences.

Problems:

	a)
	The moment of the question in philosophy as a whole.

	b)
	The notion of cause. Principle of Causality and causal reasoning. Their origin, application and justification, in spontaneous mentality, in traditional metaphysics, in modern science.

	c)
	Critical investigation of the diverse philosophical positions: the position of the metaphysics of the empirico-rational of Aristotle, and the difficulties of the modern period. Rationalism (Descartes, Leibniz, Wolff), empiricism ( Hume, Maine de Biran). The Criticism of Kant, Positivism (Compte), neo-empiricism and neo-positivism. 

	d)
	The principle of sufficient reason and principle of causality. Principle of causality of metaphysics and causal law of physics. Law and cause in scientific theories particularly phenomenological and positivistic.

	e)
	Causality and determinism: free cause and contingent cause; physical indeterminism; “statistical law”. Is the principle of indeterminism of quantified mechanics in opposition to the philosophical principle of causality?


FELIX ORIBIA – March 10, 2022
10.  The human being as psycho-physical unity and as person.

Problems:

	a)
	The unity of the human being in the diversity of his/her activities under the natural physico, chemical and organic aspect, and under psychical-sensitive, intellective and volitive aspect. The reciprocal dependence of the different aspects towards its end.

	b)
	The analysis of substantial unity of the human through the metaphysical notions of act and potency: the problem of the spirituality of the soul.

	c)
	The human being as person in his/her ontological and psychological constitution. Person and “I”; the problem of the unconscious.


CZAR RAYMOND SAGRA – March 15, 2022
11.  The dignity of the Human Person and the Immortal destiny.

Problems:

	a)
	What is a person, how is he/she distinct from non-person individuals: person as “rationalis naturae individua substantia” or “subsistens distinctum in natural rationali”. By what reason or by what right is the human being said to be a “Person”.

	)
	The form of the human person towards his/her manifestation of being in intellectual cognition and in spiritual love and the exercise of arbitrary freedom.

	c)
	Dignity of the Human person: in what does it consist and how can it be shown. 

	d)
	In what sense can immortality or ought to be attributed to human persons. What are the arguments for the immortality of the human person. Immortality of the soul or immortality of the person?




ELMER GIVEEN ARNADO & IAN BELTRAN – March 17, 2022
12.  On Human Labor; philosophical analysis of culture, of arts and of “technic”.

Problems:

	a)
	Notion of labour and its distinction from other related notions (activity, production, creativity, game…). Anthropological presupposition of labour. Whether “intellectual work” is said to be proper or improper. The social dimension of work. Whether work can be an end in itself. Whether work is proper for man. 

	b)
	What is culture and how is it related to nature and human society. The unity of the human genus and the plurality of cultures. Value of culture for individual human being, for his/her freedom and personal perfection. 

	c)
	Elements and fundamental structures of culture (traditions, institutions, work of arts …). Culture as product of human activity: productive work, artistic activity, political art … “poetic” philosophy.

	d)
	Work of Arts: what is it and how is it different from other products of human operations. Constitutive of the work of arts; content and form; on modern art, on sacred art. Objectivity and subjectivity of aesthetic judgement. On creative artistic activity.

	e)
	Technique: what is it and how is it different from art. On technical creation: its distinctive notes. On technical objects and their distinction from natural beings; philosophical analysis of “instruments” and “machines”. Level and progress of the history of technical creation.


JOSHUA BALDEVIESO – March 29, 2022
13.  Historicity of the human being; on the hermeneutic cognition of history.

Problems:

	a)
	The constitutive elements of a historical being, and its difference from the mere natural being. Whether and in what sense can the human being essentially be considered a historical being. Such influx of historicity in other branches of philosophy.

	b)
	The problem of historicity its truth: whether and how it is composed with the absolute quality of truth. On the possibility or impossibility of the philosophy of history. What can be asserted as the end of philosophy of history.

	c)
	Dependency of the knowledge of history to the knowledge of sources, and their diversity. Questions about the sources, which precede their interpretation; moment of auxiliar disciplines of history.

	d)
	Hermeneutics as art (science) of the interpretation of the text or comprehension of facts or processes of history, either individual (psychological) or common. Difference between hermeneutic comprehension and causal explanations of natural sciences. In what sense can historical hermeneutics be methodological paradigm of all “human” sciences.


AILERNAND CARTAGENA – March 31, 2022
14.  Knowability and Demonstrability of the existence of the Personal god, Absolute 


Transcendence.

Problems:

	a)
	Difficulty of the natural knowledge of God, on the part of the human mind, on the part of God; and how they can be solved. In what sense can the existence of God be demonstrated philosophically. What is the fundamental argument or the demonstrative explication of the existence of God, or by what reason can it be based ultimately in the principle of efficient cause.

	b)
	The discussion of the main arguments for the existence of God, namely the “five ways of St. Thomas”. St Augustine’s Immutable Truth, and the “Ontological Arguments”. How can these arguments possibly be renewed out of the modern philosophical mind. How can these lead to the conclusion of a true personal God. Is it possible to “scientifically” argue for the existence of God.


JED LICAYAN – April 5, 2022
15.  On the relation between human and divine freedom; the philosophical problem of moral and physical evil, namely suffering, and the mystery of inequity.

Problems:

	a)
	How is authentic human freedom dependent on the first freedom. How is arbitrary freedom based on the necessity of good. On the divine concursus with free human action. On Divine knowledge and Providence around the free actions of the human being. How is this constitutive influx of God neither projects nor substitute the same human freedom.

	b)
	On the perfection of human freedom in its dependence to Divine Freedom.

	c)
	What is evil and what is good; are they two, good and evil, or evil said to be merely privation of good. Physical evil or suffering and moral evil or sin analogically or equivocally. How is moral evil constituted through human freedom.

	d)
	What can be said philosophically of the human mystery of iniquity, and whether it is not repugnant to the Divine sanctity. Practical consequences out of the diverse ways of solving the problem of evil. Transcendence of the problem other possible philosophical solutions.


JARED MEDEL – April 7, 2022
16.  Philosophical meaning of the peculiar expressions of Religion: Symbol, myth and rite.

Problems:

	a)
	What is symbol, how does it differ from pure sign, allegory, and metaphor. Why does it pertain to religious language. Philosophical interpretation of religious symbols. Specific connection between phantasm and concept contained in symbol. On the plurivalence of symbols.

	b)
	What is myth, how does it generally differ from symbols. Anthropological-existential, social, cosmic and religious function of myths. On the value and truth of myths.

	c)
	What is rite, how does it refer to symbol and myth. On the religious function of rite. Religious rite, magical action. rite and community; connection of rite with concepts of sacred time and space.

	d)
	What is the sacred and the profane? Describe the dialectics of the sacred and the profane.


BEEJAY MONTES – April 12, 2022
17.  Relation of morality to God and Religion.

Problems:

	a)
	Phenomenology of moral and religious experience; its agreements and discrepancies. The moment of the ideas of “holy life” and of transcendent sanction for experience and moral value.

	b)
	Perceptions of various “absolutes” as foundation of morality, namely ethics of “reason” (Kantianism), of  “society” ( collectivism and Marxism), and of “freedom” (atheistic existentialism). Anti-foundationalist perspective of morality ( esp. Neo-pragmatism of Richard Rorty).

	c)
	God as the ultimate foundation of morality, as finality of human perfection, as foundation of obligation, responsibility. Other disputed question on the basis of moral order. Value of “deontological” arguments for demonstrating the existence of God.


CZAR RAYMOND SAGRA – April 19, 2022
18.  Fundamental Ethical principles of the relation between the person and society: on “human rights”.
Problems:

	a)
	Dignity of the human person. Person and society. Common Good. Dignity of person as the source of fundamental rights and duties of human beings. Fundamental problem of social ethics: justice and equality between freedom and socialization in an ever-changing social reality. Individualism and totalitarianism. Solidarity and personalism. Fundamental principles of social ethics; principle of subsidiarity and principle of solidarity.

	b)
	On the nature of society and the common good. Common good and the individual good. Society as totality. Essential pluralism of the common good. Society as autonomous value.

	c)
	Social philosophy and sociology. Sociological relativism and sociological determinism. Critical hypothesis of economic materialism as key interpretation of social reality. On the method of social philosophy. Limitations of analytical method. Insufficiency of historical method.

	d)
	“Human Rights” what are they, how are they based. The philosophical and practical-political moment of “human rights”.

	e)
	On the implications of “technic” to the nature of man (homo faber), to the knowledge of reality and being, to the order of human society. Possibility and anger of technological culture.


KENNETH MENORIAS – April 21, 2022
19.  Relation of positive rights to natural rights.

Problems:

	a)
	Notion of rights in general: objective right, prescriptive, and subjective right. Right and Justice. Various types of justice. Right and duty, how do they include each other. Property rights.

	b)
	Historical origin of the notion of natural right. Natural right and natural law. Whether natural right is universal and immutable. Various meanings of the expression “rights of people”.

	c)
	Relation between natural right and positive right. How are they distinct from each other.

	d)
	Location of positive right to morality; whether it is possible to have a perfect adequation between positive law and moral order.




STEPHEN EARL JAMERO & FELIX ORIBIA – April 26, 2022
20.    On political and international community.

Problems:

	a)
	Nature of political community. Fundamental rights. Civil power and authority. Theories of the origin of civil power or authority: theological, rationalist, dialectical, psychoanalytical.

	b)
	Authority as moral concept. Freedom and Solidarity. Pluralistic society.

	c) 
	Ethical principles in political activity. Political participation. Responsibility in elections. Right of association and expression of opinions. On division of powers.

	d)
	International community. Positivistic concept of international rights. Pessimistic theories: biological, metaphysical, dialectical, psychological, political.

	e)
	Self-determinism, Nationalism, Imperialism, anti-colonialism. International natural right. Necessity of international authority.



